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dispute, succeeded him: this was Don Jose Maria Morelos
y Pavon. He was possessed of some military talent and
inflicted on the royalists (who were not all Europeans
but counted some worthy Mexicans among their num-
ber) a series of minor defeats. His chief lieutenants bore
imposing names. One was called Bravo, and the other
Matamoros.
The cure Morelos again proclaimed the independence
of Mexico (which, perhaps, was not very thoroughly
convinced of it) and decreed the abolition of slavery.
Unhappily he is accused of establishing, under another
name, a sort of Inquisition more cruel than its prede-
cessor and of framing laws against foreigners, who were
forbidden to sojourn in America because they imperilled
ethe purity of the Blessed Virgin'. Without presuming
to decide between these conflicting interpretations, we
will merely add that, like the cure Hidalgo, the cure
Morelos was taken prisoner and shot, in 1813.
The religious and social activities of these two re-
volutionaries are, it must be confessed, far removed from
the ideas of the French Revolution. They are much
more Spanish in colour, and, as we have seen, much
rather the dictates of faith than of reason. In any case
it is well to observe that, between the armies of the Vice-
roy and the hordes of the two cures, there was no differ-
ence of blood. The wars of independence were civil wars,
in which Mexicans on either side of the barricade, or
the altar, took part. The explanation is that the affair
at bottom was much more social than political, a truth
these ad hoc dictators had clearly recognized.
The domestic dissensions in Spam did not fail tQ Jmve